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About this record

This printed memorandum, authored by John Evelyn Shuckburgh, dated 30 December 1918, concerns a meeting at
the

India Office, London, between Sir Edwin Samuel Montagu, Secretary of State, and Shaikh Feisal [Faysal bin

Husayn al-Hashimi], accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Edward Lawrence acting as interpreter, on 27
December 1918. The meeting was also attended by Sir Thomas Holderness and Sir James Dunlop-Smith, as well as
Lord Islington, Sir Frederic Arthur Hirtzel, and Sir Hamilton Grant. Subjects of discussion included relations

with Bin Saud [‘Abd al-‘Aziz bin ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Faysal Al Sa‘td (Ibn Saud)], Emir of Nejd [Najd] and the

nature of the Wahabi [Wahhabi] movement; Syria and the circumstances of the Arab Revolt of 1916; and Palestine
and the Zionist movement.

There is a pencil note in the top right hand corner of folio 1 that reads: 'Sir A. Grant. Do you think this is
a fair representation of what Feisal said?' signed J E S and dated 30 December. This is followed by a note in
the top center of the folio that reads: 'Yes. Excellent, | think', signed A H G and dated 31 December.
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l. Sherif Feisal, accompanied by Lisutenant-

Colonel T.E.Lawrence, visited the India Office on
' Friday the 27th December, 1918, and was entertained
at tea by the Secretary of State. During some
preliminary conversation in Mr, Montagu's room,

in which enly the Secretary of State, Sir T.
Holderness and 8ir J. Dunlop-Smith took part, the
Sherif dwelt upon the solidarity of the Arab movement
and the essential unity of the Arab race. A more
general discussion followed at which Lerd Islington,
8ir A. Hirtsel, Sir Hamilton Grant, and Mr. Shuckburgh
were present in addition to those already named.

Colonel Lawrence interpreted throughout for Sherif
Feisal,

2. Bip Seud. The Sherif discussed the
relations between Bin Saud, Fmir of Nejd, and the
Hejas suthorities. He explained the nature of the
Wahabi movement, of which Bin Saud is the figure-head
and the leading spirit. From the point of view of
doctrine, he has no objection whatever to Wahabism.
But it is essentially a militant creed, and is being
made to serve political ends, The Wahabis are
intolerant of anybody and everything outside their own
sect. If, for example, they mmined possession of the
Holy Places, they would exclude all non- Whhabis from
9 the pilgrimge. So lonz as Wshabism was confined to

liejd,
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Nejjd, no one in the Hejaz had any desire to interfere
with it. But they camnot tolerate its Appearance
in the settled area weat of the desert. That is the
significance of the Khurma ineident. Khurma is the
firat settled village west of the desert, and so long

a8 it remaine under the influence of Bin Saud, it forms
an outpost of Wahabism in the settled area. Sherif
Feisal is determinsd to expel the®Ikhwan® (i.e. the
militant Wahabis) from the village. He proposes to

do s0 in the immediate future by force of arms., He will
direct the campaim in person, and anticipates no
difficulty in achieving his object. The matter is a
small one, and need not .occasion His Majesty's Government
any preoccupation. He will be quite satisfied with
driving the Wahabis back into the desert, and has no
intention of carrying the campaism into Bin Saud's

omn country. There isme alternative, vis:= that the
Hejasz people should themselves embrace Wahabism. Feisal
is quite prepared to take this course, if the British
Government wish; but it would mean closing down the
pilgrimage to all non-Wahabis for the future.

3. Syria. Feisal explained the circumstances
which led %o the Arab revolt in 1916. The Arab
movement before the revolt was represented by local Arab
Committees in different parts of the Arab world. In the
northern provinces (Syria, Iragp ete.,) the Arabs were at
" the mercy of the Turks, and the local Committees were
consequently powerless. Only in the Hejaz was any metion
possible, and it was accordingly in the Hejaz that the

revelt
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revolt atnrtcd; but it wae directed from the first
towards the emancipation of the Northern provinces,
quite as much as of the Hejaz itself. The authors of
the revolt turned naturally for assistance to the
British Government as the only European Government that
pursued an endightened policy towards subject races. In
Great Britain the 8rabs have always felt, and still feel,

complete trust. He instanced his own attitude in
resard to Mesopotamia, on which subject he had not said,
and did net intend to say, a single word: he had full
confidence that the British Government would do what was
right. But he has been greatly disturbed by certain
recent developments, and particularly by the terms of the
Sykes-Picot Azreement, the tenor of which was not made
known to him until lonz after its cenclusion. He had no
idea, whan engaged in the strugzle againet the Turks, that
any agreement of the kind wax in existence, or that Arab
rights in Syria had been barsained away in advance.

Syria is the granary of the Hejas - which in iteelf is a
barren and valueless country = and its possession is
absolutely essential to the Arabs. If French influence
is dominant in 8Syria, it will inevitably spread to the
Hejaz itsslf. The Arabs dislike and distrust Prench
methodsy (Feisal compared the French to a particularly
malimant type of leech found in Arabian wells); they
see the results of French policy in North Africa, where
nothing whatever has been done to encourage Arab culture:
and they have no desire to come under the inflience of a
nation whose civilisation they regard as in no way
superior to their om. They fully recommise the
eximendes
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exigencies of the Anglo-French Alliance, and the
obligation upon Great Britain to keep faith with her ;
Ally., But this oblipation should be discharged at [
the expense of Great Britain herself, not of the Asabs, |
Reminded of the recent Anglo-French Declaration,
Feisal paid that he appreciated the effect of this
instrument as modifying the Spkes=-Picot Agreement;
but he had gathered from an interview at the Foreimn
Office that, if the French Government insisted on its
righte under the Agreement, Great Britain would not be
¢ in a position to refuse. He hinted that, in that
event, there would be war between the Arabs and French
in the near future. He had observed with some
disappointment, during his stay in England, what
appeared to him %o be signs of weakness on the part of
the British Govermment. lr. Montagn undertook to lay
the Sherif's representations before his cullm_a.

4. Palestine. Questioned, in the course of
the discussion, on the subject of Palestine, Feisal
remarked that the Arabs were under deep obligations to
kiam Great Britain, and that it would il11 become them to
make difficulties over a question of which they regard
the British Government as the best judpes. The Astabs
recornise that many conflicting intereste are centered
in Palestine., They admit the moral claims of the
Zionists. They remard the Jews as kinsmen whose just
claims they will be glad to see satisfied. They feel
that the interests of the Arab inhabitants may safely be
left in the hands of the British Government.
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